
The Double Eagle 
 

Newsletter of the Fremont Coin Club 

http://www.fremontcoinclub.org/ 
 

Club meetings start at 7pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at the  
Fremont Elks Lodge, 38991 Farwell Drive, Fremont, California 

 

February 2010 *** Club Meetings *** 
 

February  9 - Club 
Theme: Valentines/Love 

 
February 23 - Club 

Guest Speaker 
Michael Turrini: “Jo Mora & 
the California Jubilee Half 

Dollar” 
 

Mar 1st - Board 
“The Bunker” in Hayward 

 
*** Shows *** 

 
Feb. 19-20 Redwood Empire 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 

1350 Bennett Valley Rd. 
Santa Rosa 

 
Feb. 21  Cupertino CC 

Napredak Hall,  
770 Montague Exp,  

San Jose 
 

Mar. 6  Visalia, Coin Show, 
4211 West Goshen Ave, 

Visalia 
 

Mar. 12-14  Western States 
Token Society - Red Lion Inn  

1401 Arden Way,  
Sacramento 

 
Mar. 14  Livermore CC 

Elks Lodge, 940 Larkspur, 
Livermore 

Published by: Fremont Coin Club, Member ANA, CSNA, NCNA, PO Box 1401, Fremont, CA 94538. Phone (510) 792-1511 
Meetings: Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month. Annual dues: Regular $5, Junior (under 18) $2, Honorary (over 70) Free. 

Chuck Call, President; Bruce Caires, First Vice President; Dennis Pagano, Second Vice President; Briita Ehlers, Treasurer; Dorothy Galovich-Call, Recording 
Secretary; Aaron Houston, Corresponding Secretary; Directors: Dave Collins, Harry Davis, Don Ehlers, Wanda Johnson, and James Lawrence  

The Zen of Ten - 2010 

 
Welcome to another year, another decade, and even more exciting times with 
the Fremont Coin Club.  With the inauguration dinner and the first club 
meeting already behind us, 2010 is now, well under way.  Many thanks to our 
current and past board members and officers, for volunteering their time to 
help run the club. Yes, we have a new board, including some “old-salts” like 
myself stepping-up to help the club. Thanks to Matt Hutchinson for a very nice 
turnover of the newsletter material and some helpful tips. I want to recognize 
and thank our outgoing President, Alistair Skinner, for his service the last (4) 
years. Also, I wish him a speedy recovery from a broken arm he sustained 
during a recent skiing trip. Thanks, to Chuck Call for being our fearless leader 
and 2010 Club President.  Our thoughts go out to Don Barsi who is recovering 
from surgery. Of particular note, thanks, to James Lawrence, Dennis Pagano, 
and Matt Hutchison for their outstanding efforts in arranging the Installation 
Banquet. Yes, those H'dourves were yummy! On a sad note, I want to recog-
nize the passing of Gordon Donnell (“Special Coin meeting”/Remembrance to 
be held on Feb 28th at the Vallejo naval museum — See Installation Dinner 
notes pg 3. for Michael Turrini’s thoughts).  
Feb 1st Board Meeting: My first board meeting since 1995, so I thought I’d 
share these things: (1) Club dues are now due; dues become delinquent after 
Apr. 1st (Please see Dennis Pagano) (2) Board Approved the 2010 budget; 
there is a slight projected deficit, so we all need to sell/buy more raffle tickets 
(3) Board is moving ahead with a gold purchase for our coin show + printing 
the show raffle tickets. (4) Opportunity for club members to visit the San 
Francisco Federal Reserve and view the famous “Watermelon Note”; visits 
have to be during a weekday; timing: thinking of easter-school break or 
summer months; there are special procedures/background checks to enter “the 
Fed”; See Dorothy Galovich-Call or Aaron Houston if you are interested. 
More info about the tour: http://frbsf.org/currency/metal/history/text2.html 
 

Looking forward to a Great Year — “Let’s Roll!” 
 

Aaron Houston  FCC #159 
Corresponding Secretary   
dca_33@peoplepc.com 

(408) 390-3603 
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December/January meeting notes 

Annual Christmas party/meeting on Dec 8th, 2009.  (65) members attended. Rose  
Rose won the bubble draw; Bill Hurja won the door prize. There was a correction to the 
November meeting minutes: Lyle Okamoto participated in the Nov 24th Show and Tell, 
he brought a counterfeit, plated Roman coin depicting Octavian Augustus Caesar. Alistair 
Skinner mentioned information about the ANA’s Young Numismatists Scholarships. Bill 
Hurja announced that notable numismatist David Lang would be a featured speaker at the 
Liberty Numismatic Society’s (LNS) Jan 20th meeting. Show and Tell: Lyle Okamoto, a 
2001-P half-dollar found in circulation;  Dennis Pagano,  a PCGS blue box filled with  
Silver Eagles; club winnings; Bill Hurja, “America the Beautiful” quarter series; the series  
is comprised of 56 quarters depicting national parks; Gary Acquistapace,  coins from the 
Cook Islands Endangered Species; Chuck Call, a “cleaned” XF45 1878-CC dollar that he 
bought for $110; Ken Barr, Provo medal; 1/2 oz silver round; Roger Lyles, an error 1912-D 
dime, clam shell split planchet; Chuck White, the 2009 Lincoln cent #4, and “free”  
samples; Briita Ehlers, a Key Port, WA token. Winner of the Show and Tell drawing was  
Bill Hurja. Next, the club had a special visitor: Santa! He visited with the junior members, 
took photos with our members, and handed out prizes/stockings to the junior members. Cake 
and soft drinks were served. No auction was scheduled. Congratulations to the winners in the 
all-gold raffle: Robert Graitriex, Chuck Call, Alexis Skinner, and John Patton. Grand Prize 
winner was Greg Pang. Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm. Xmas pictures will be displayed in a 
future club newsletter. 
 

Jan. 26th 2010 meeting. (40) members attended. Bubble draw: (Matt Tutor) was not present, 
pot goes to (2) Walking Liberty halves. Wanda Johnson won the door prize. Alistair Skinner 
announced upcoming shows and the date/location of the club’s first board meeting of the 
year. Lyle Okamoto announced that both he and Gary Acquistapace have Cupertino Coin 
Show (Feb 21st) raffle tickets for sale.  Briita announced the details of Gordon Donnell’s 
memorial service (previously mentioned) and Don Barsi’s recent surgery.  Show and Tell: 
Bill Hurja, 1972 Eisenhower dollar [var.2]; 1942-S nickel with broken die cud & lamination 
problem; so-called “double headed” nickel with seam;  Jacob Claassen, 1909 VDB Lincoln 
cent from San Jose Coin Show;  Richard Kelly, 1854-S gold dollar, perhaps one of the 2,000 
that merchant Silas E. Burrows brought with him to Japan in 1854 to give to those who visited 
his ship—see “A Long Way from Home”, Numismatist, Mar. 2007; Chuck Call, 1862 dollar 
he won in South Bay Treasurer Hunter’s Club drawing; Lyle Okamoto,  an unredeemed FCC 
drink ticket; “hard-times” token used as humdinger [child’s toy]; Ken Barr, PCGS MS64 
1935 Canada dollar; Jim Barton, AG3 1807 large cent; Gary Acquistapace, (3) Alaska token/
medals: Norgetown Laundry & Cleaners token redeemable for 5 wooden nickels; Koyukuk 
Mining District 1 dwt gold medal; Fox Lions Club medal;  Bella Hintzman, 1887 Morgan 
dollar she received as Christmas gift; Michael Jordon, 20 Australia florins, including a semi-
rare 1916-H from dealer junk box; Dan McCarthy, Spirit Mountain Casino chip he had saved 
for Gary Acquistapace;  Chuck White, (17) nickels—buffaloes and “silver” nickels from 
circulation; 1934 series $50 bill; Briita Ehlers,  rare Star Saloon “good-for” 5¢ token. Alistair 
Skinner, Presidential plaque. Winner of the Show and Tell was Chuck White.  The drawing 
produced two double winners—Ram Sethi and Chuck White. James Lawrence won the 
drawing’s gold prize. Before adjourning the meeting and handing the FCC gavel to Chuck 
Call, Alistair thanked the members for their support over the years. Alistair will continue to 
serve on the board in the capacity as “past president.”   Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
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Installation Dinner notes 
 

January 17, 2010 — Fremont Coin Club held its annual 
installation dinner for incoming and outgoing board 
members and club officers at Saki’s Spin-a-Yarn Rest-
aurant. Cocktail hour started at 4:30pm. The Spin-a-Yarn 
staff had a nice treat for the Club members, a table full of 
various H'dourves, which was provided as a courtesy.  As 
folks started arriving, Briita Ehlers handed out drink 
coupons.  About (30) attended. Then, brief announcements 
from outgoing Fremont Coin Club (FCC) President Alistair 
Skinner before dinner. Alistair also acknowledged (7) folks 
in attendance who either were former FCC Presidents or 
who were leading local coin clubs or associations. After 
dinner, Michael Turrini delivered some very touching 
remarks about FCC member Gordon Donnell who passed 
away around New Years. Turrini explained, that though 
Gordon was a very private person, he was also a very 
interesting person, as well. He lived “numismatics” up till 
the very end. More details will be in the NCNA newsletter: 
“Head’s and Tails”.  Again, there will be a coin themed 
remembrance on Feb 28th at the Vallejo naval historical 
museum. A round of applause ensued after Turrini con-
cluded. Alistair moved things along by showing-off his 
xmas present: a Nintendo Wii Remote. Everyone’s 
curiosity was peaked. Alistair had a message for us all: 
“Playing a game alone is fun, but it is even more fun when 
there are (2) people/Wii’s....the same is true of our hobby. 
Coin Collecting is more fun when there are others to share 
it with...”.  In retrospect, Gordon Donnell would certainly 
understand that concept. And, I can already hear Turrini’s 
“Here! Here!” from a distance. Next, Alistair presented 
awards to the exhibitors of our Coin Show and to those 
who provided coins to the viewing public during national 
coin week. Chuck Call then presented Alistair with his pres
-idential plaque denoting the (4) consecutive years of 
service. Next the photo-op, then past FCC president Vince 
Laceriere administered the oath of office for the new Club 
Officers and Directors.  Then, the evening’s entertainment 
commenced. Prize winners included:  Jackie Collins, Briita 
Ehlers, Indy Nelson, Lyle Okamoto,  Ron Ikebe, & Aaron 
Houston.  Gold Prize: Aaron Houston  
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BULLETIN BOARD 
 
 
 Note to Coin Club Newsletter Advertisers, 

with the new year, the club will be contacting 
you for your continued support of the club 
 

 The Fremont Coin Club will have a special guest 
speaker at the Feb 23rd meeting. Michael Turrini 
we be speaking about a very prominent 
Californian who designed the 1926-S California 
Jubilee Commemorative Half Dollar. 

 
 It’s not too early to start thinking about a design 

for the next club medal due in 2011. The design 
competition should occur mid to late 2010, so the 
medal can be produced for the next year.  
 

 New Years Resolutions?  Consider sharing a 
numismatic topic with us at a club meeting or 
know of someone who would, let Bruce Caires 
know so we can begin filling the calendar for 
2010! Presenting a program isn’t hard, and we 
don’t bite. Take a chance and do something 
different in the new year. Your participation in 
the club benefits us all.  

 
 Due to a significant drop in sales for the prize 

drawing, the number of prizes offered in 2010 
will decrease if such trend continues.  
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